
As I gazed through my window, I heard my sister snoring next to me.  
We were taking our annual trip down to Florida for Christmas. We left an hour 
prior, at seven o’clock no less, and everyone was exhausted but we were all too 
excited to sleep. That excluded of course my sister, Shannon, who could sleep 
through a zombie apocalypse. She was lying down with her feet on my lap and 
her head against the door. She barely left me any room to sit up, let alone get 
comfortable. I would have to wait until we got to Pennsylvania, when we 
opened our first present, to move.  

When my legs began to become numb 15 minutes later, I saw a sign 
that read “Welcome to Pennsylvania” and was instantly filled with excitement. 
Mostly because I got to open a gift, but also so I could finally get this lump of 
annoying I call my sister off my lap. I saw my mom turn around from the pas-
senger seat and smile at me then shout, “Shannon!” I heard her groan as she 
awoke from her slumber and I shoved her feet off of me. She then curled up 
into a ball and slowly opened her eyes. My mom passed us two small gift 
wrapped items and said to open them. We did as she commanded and my eyes 
lit up as I saw a box of Andes candies under the wrapping. I looked over to see 
Shannon holding a King sized Reese’s. “Thanks mom!” we both squealed as we 
dug into the boxes. Yum! 

Whenever we went to Florida for Christmas we would have this tradi-
tion of opening a small gift once we entered a new state. Of course we both 
already got our real presents, mine being a tablet. I was in love with it. For the 
rest of the ride we listened to Christmas music and Shannon sung (more like 
screamed) some songs until her voice ran out and then passed out again and 
slept the rest of the way. I couldn’t sleep though; I was too excited about swim-
ming on Christmas. 
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The Food Drive By: Alexis Payne 

 This year our school is having a canned food drive! It’s 
all about donating a variety of food that doesn’t need to be re-
frigerated. (ex: soup) The Student Council and National Junior 
Honor Society have teamed up to sponsor this event. For the 
homerooms that have the most cans in 7th and 8th grade, will be 
rewarded a gift. Delicious donuts and apple cider will be provid-
ed to the winners’ homeroom. Even if your homeroom doesn’t 
win the contest, take solace in knowing that you have helped a 
needy family. Each can is appreciated very much for this cause. 
Thank you guys for every can donated. 
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Toys  For Tots  By: Isabel Deschamps  There is no 

elevator to 

success 

you must 

take the 

stairs! 

 

Unknown 

The North Tonawanda Middle School Band recently sponsored a “Toys for 
Tots” drive at NT Middle School. With help from the band council members and 
Mr. Frazier, the band collected over 6 boxes full of toys to donate to “Toys for 
Tots”! 

“Toys for Tots” is a program that is directed by the United States Marine 
Corps Reserve. It was started in 1947 by Major Bill Hendricks who was inspired 
when his wife, Diane, tried to donate a homemade Raggedy Ann doll to a needy 
child, but there were no charitable organizations at that time through which she 
could do so. 

The mission and goal of the program "is to collect new, unwrapped toys 
during October, November and December each year, and distribute those toys as 
Christmas gifts to needy children in the community in which the campaign is con-
ducted" and to "deliver, through a new toy at Christmas, a message of hope to less 
fortunate youngsters that will assist them in becoming responsible, productive, 
patriotic citizens." 

The members of the NT Middle School band council have been over-
whelmed by the generosity of our fellow students and band members, and the 
teachers and staff at NT Middle School. We consider it an honor to have helped 
such a worthy cause as Toys for Tots, in remembering the true spirit of giving at 
Christmas time. 

Ingredients: 
-3 & 3/4 cups flour 
- 1 tsp baking flour 

-1/2 tsp salt 
- 1 cup butter, softened 

- 1 & 1/2 cups white sugar 
- 2 eggs 

- 2 tsp vanilla extract 
 

*Makes around 4 dozen 
cookies* 

1. Mix the flour, baking powder, and salt together 
and set it aside. 

2. In a separate bowl, mix together the butter and 
sugar until it is creamy. Beat in the eggs one at a 

time and then stir in the vanilla. 
3. Add in the dry ingredients and mix until it forms 

dough. Cover the dough and chill for 2 hours. 
4. Preheat your oven to 400 degrees and grease a 
cookie sheet. On a floured surface, roll out your 

dough so it has a thickness of 1/4 inch. Cut out vari-
ous shapes of your choice with cookie cutters. 

5. Bake your cookies for 6-8 minutes or until the 
edges are golden brown. 

7. Frost the cookies if you wish. 

Delicious Christmas Cookie Recipe By: Taylor Dietrich 
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What You Need: 

 Brown nail polish 
 Beige nail polish (optional) 
 Red nail polish 
 White striper 
 Black striper 
 Toothpick (optional) 

Let’s Begin! 

1.)Paint a base coat of brown onto your nails. 
2.)Next, put 2 medium size dots of white towards the center of the nail. 
3.)Inside that, make 2 smaller black dots in the center of the white dots. These will be the eyes for your 

reindeer. 
4.)Now take your red nail polish and make a half circle on the end of your nail.  
5.)Now you can take your toothpick and add antlers for your reindeer. This step is optional so if you 

don’t want antlers that’s okay. 

And You’re Done! 

 This design is so fun and cute for the holidays and I love it! I really hope you’ve enjoyed this holiday 

design and hope to do more in the future. See you next time! Bye! 

Reindeer Nail Art  By: Clarice Scarpace 

The NTMS Artistic Endeavors 
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Happy Holidays From NTMS Express 
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I don’t know about you guys, but I love getting food as a gift especially when it is homemade.  So, here 
is a cute treat to give to loved ones this Christmas and some non-edible things as well. 

A treat you could make for family and friends this Christmas is the “Sleigh Riding Teddy Bears”.  For 
this you will need mini snickers, mini candy canes, Teddy Grahams and chocolate chips.  Start off by melting 
the chocolate chips in the microwave.  While they are melting, take 1 mini snickers and 1 Teddy Graham and 
break the legs off of the bear.  Apply the melted chocolate to the bottom of the top half of the bear and put it 
in the center of your snickers bar.  Then, take 2 mini candy canes and put the melted chocolate on the side 
that is not curved and place the snickers on top of the candy canes to look like a sleigh.  That is how you make 
the “Sleigh Riding Teddy Bears”. 

Another thing you could give to your family and friends for Christmas is holiday-themed mugs.  For this 
you will need plain white mugs and paint markers.  Make any design you want on the mug and let your crea-
tivity run wild!  This next gift is called “Snowball Fight.”  If you have baby siblings, cousins, nieces, or nephews, 
this is the perfect gift for them.  What you will need is white yarn, a bucket (color of your choice), paint mark-
ers, stick-on letters, and scissors.  To start, you can decorate your bucket however you would like and using 
your stick-on letters; put the words “snowball fight” on the bucket.  To make the “snowballs”, take your white 
yarn and wrap it around your fingers until you get the size you want.  This depends on how many fingers you 
wrap the yarn around.  Next, take about a ten-inch strip of yarn and pull it through your middle and ring fin-
gers and wrap it around the “snowball” once or twice.  Tie the strip of yarn into a tight knot and cut off any 
extra pieces.  Pull it off of your fingers and when you do this, you will see loops.  What you want to do with 
these loops is cut through them to create a “snowball.”  You can make as many “snowballs” as you want. 

These are just a few gifts you could make for family and friends this holiday season.  They are lots of 

fun, and easy to make too!  Enjoy! 

DIY Christmas Gifts By Kayleigh Scheisser 

NTMS has had a change in starting time for the 2014-2015 school year. The school day begins at 7:20 in 
the morning and ends at 2:20 p.m. Most students and teachers at NTMS have to wake up at 6 a.m. to arrive at 
school on time. 

 Most teenagers need 9.5 hours of sleep to be able to function properly. That means students are sup-
posed to go to sleep around 8 p.m. If school ends at 2:20 that leaves 6 hours to do homework, sports, chores and 
other daily activities. 6 hours is not enough time to complete all of these tasks. If school began at 10 a.m. and end-
ed at 3 p.m. that would leave more time to socialize, exercise, and do homework. 

If school started later in the day, that would save the school money. They wouldn’t have to serve break-
fast, but just lunch. Some teens would be healthier because they would have the time and energy to go outside 
and exercise. Students who don’t usually do homework would begin to do the work because they have the time 
and energy to complete it. 

The NTMS starting time should be later in the day to improve energy in students and so they have more 
time to complete daily activities. This would improve the health and well- being of students at NTMS. 

 

School Times (Editorial) By: Bailey Cairns 
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